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RIVER EEA PROJECT UPDATE

In May 2009 EA geomorphologist, Dave Brown, came and surveyed a section
of the system from High Cark to just below the woods past Mill Beck. His
observations were very interesting and he has identified a number of
stretches, which would lend themselves to re-wetting. This of course will
require the consent of the landowners, but under Higher Level Stewardship
schemes there are good financial incentives to undertake such work.

Dave also identified that a number of sites of the current check weirs would
probably have been in place for many years in order to make the river more
efficient for milling, and we suspect that this was carried out when Cark lel
was constructed. =

The summer again saw some very high rainfall, which, once again, hampered
electrofishing. However, there were excellent conditions for this in September,
and all of the sites plus an additional 3 were surveyed. These were in Muddy
Pool between Greenacres and High Cark. This stretch is particularly impacted
by agricultural pressure and there is much siltation, almost no bankside cover
and little instream cover. Unsurprisingly, the results in these latter three sites
were disappointing in terms of salmonid presence. There were, however

' bullheads in almost plague proportions.

The sheer number of bullhead was intriguing, and | checked the national
recommendations of bullhead numbers in lowland streams. On average there
should be between 0.5 and 2 per sq m. Using the recommended technique of
5 run catch depletion over a 10m stretch we discovered that there were 19 to
26 per sq m at three sites on Muddy Pool. This indicates a significant
imbalance and is something that will be investigated further.

Figure 1 Bullhead survey at Muddy Pool







